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Under-vacc inated re fers  to  ch i ld ren who have rece ived some,  but  

not  a l l ,  o f  thei r  recommended schedule  o f  vacc inat ions.

Calcula ted  as  ch i ld ren who have rece ived thei r  f i rs t  d iphther ia ,  
tetanus and per tuss is  (DTP) vacc ine  but  not  the i r  th i rd

Zero-dose re fers  to  chi ld ren who have not  rece ived any 

vacc inat ions.  Most  l ive  in communi t ies that  exper ience mul t ip le  

depr ivat ions  

Calcula ted  as  ch i ld ren who have not  rece ived thei r  f i rs t  DTP 
vacc ine.  

Most  zero-dose chi ld ren l ive  in  communi t ies that  exper ience mul t ip le  depr ivat ions ,  meaning those 

communi t ies that  lack adequate resources and access  to essent ia l  services .  

This  means zero -dose chi ldren are  a lso markers o f  missed communi t ies.  



Vast regional differences exist
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Zero-dose trends by income level
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Zero-dose trends by region and income level
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The Covid-19 pandemic set childhood immunization back
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Backsliding during the pandemic
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It placed 
unprecedented 
new demands on 
health systems,
which they were 
often ill-equipped 
to cope with. 

It exacerbated 
existing
shortages of 
health workers.

Stay-at-home
recommendations 
and the fear of 
contracting the 
virus from health-
care facilities led 
families to put 
off vaccinating 
children. 

It placed heavy 
strains on front-
line health 
workers, mostly 
women, who were 
also coping with 
additional care 
burdens at home. 

Why did the pandemic set childhood immunization back?
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Regional Updates
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Regional updates 



Europe and Central Asia Region: Immunization Performance Overview
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ECA Region
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ECA Region
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ECA Region
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East Asia and the Pacific Region: Immunization Performance Overview
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EAP Region
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EAP Region
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EAP Region
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EAP Region
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Between 2019 and 2021, 
some countries in EAP
experienced a 
considerable drop in 
HPV vaccine coverage.



Eastern and Southern Africa Region: Immunization Performance 
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ESA Region
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ESA Region
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Middle East and North Africa: Immunization Performance Overview
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Trends of un- and under vaccinated children in 
MENA Region, 2020 - 2021
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MENA: Zero dose and under-vaccinated children by countries GLOBAL 
VPPEF
2023



Status of new vaccine introduction in MENA GLOBAL 
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South Asia Region: Immunization Performance Overview
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ROSA Region
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ROSA Region
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ROSA Region
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WCAR: Immunization Performance Overview 
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WCA Region 
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*Source: isi



WCA Region 
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*Source: isi



The big catch-up
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Reaching zero-dose children
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Key takeaways
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Catch up on the 
vaccination of children 
missed during the 
pandemic

Identify zero-dose and 
under-vaccinated 
children and address 
key inequities

Identify children in 
urban areas, access 
children in rural areas

Meet the challenges in 
emergency and fragile 
settings

Invest in primary 
health care at the 
national level

Better align donor 
support

Strengthen 
leadership capacity 
and promote 
accountability

Explore innovative 
financing

Talk to communities

Tackle gender barriers

Equip health workers to 
address concerns

Rethink accountability in 
health systems to boost 
trust

Focus on health 
workers, especially 
women

Improve data 
collection and 
disease surveillance

Secure vaccine and 
other supplies

Develop and 
promote worthwhile 
innovations

Vaccinate children, 
everywhere

Strengthen demand and 
confidence in vaccination

Spend more, better on 
immunization and health

Build resilient systems and 
shockproof them for the 

future 





Plenary discussion
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Questions and Discussion


